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ALSO BY 
DAVID LEWIS-WILL IAMS

The Mind in the Cave
$24.95 paper

ISBN 978-0-500-28465-0

Inside the Neolithic Mind
$22.95 paper

ISBN 978-0-500-28827-6

David Lewis-Williams

CONCEIVING GOD
The Cognitive Origin and Evolution of Religion

In this book the noted cognitive archaeologist David Lewis-Williams
confronts a question that troubles many people in the world today:
Is there a supernatural realm that intervenes in the material world 
of daily life and leads to the evolution of religions?

Professor Lewis-Williams first describes how science developed
within the cocoon of religion and then shows how the natural func-
tioning of the human brain creates experiences that can lead to 
belief in a supernatural realm, beings, and interventions. Once 
people have these experiences, they formulate beliefs about them,
and thus creeds are born.

Forty thousand years ago, people were leaving traces in the
archaeological record of activities that we can label religious, and
Lewis-Williams discusses in detail the evidence preserved in the 
Volp Caves in France. He also shows that mental imagery produced 
by the functioning of the human brain can be detected in widely 
separated religious communities such as Hildegard of Bingen’s in
medieval Europe or the San hunters of southern Africa.

David Lewis-Williams is Professor Emeritus at the Rock Art
Research Institute, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

A controversial 
exploration of the 

origin of religion 
in the neurology 

of the human brain

$34.95 hardcover (CAN. $44.00)
ISBN 978-0-500-05164-1

61⁄4" x 91⁄2"
100 illustrations

320 pages
ARCHAEOLOGY
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$19.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28768-2

$50.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-54370-2 

$34.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28776-7

$29.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28816-0

$24.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28762-0

$29.95 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-51463-4

$45.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-51457-3

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

$44.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28800-9

$24.95 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-25151-5

Thames_fall09catalog_formated  3/3/09  3:46 PM  Page 52



$60.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-51447-4

$49.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28802-3

$65.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-34253-4

$39.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28797-2

$15.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28809-2

$45.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-51456-6

$29.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28400-1

$40.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-05158-0

$26.95 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-25146-1
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$18.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28767-5

$22.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28795-8

$44.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28808-5

$39.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28819-1

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

$18.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28793-4

$75.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-09344-3

$29.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28805-4

$34.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28459-9

$45.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-51418-4
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$29.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28796-5

$34.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28191-8

$40.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-54371-9

$60.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-54290-3

$65.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-34247-3

$35.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-23861-5

$45.00 hardcover
ISBN 978-0-500-39030-6

$24.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28791-0

$19.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-500-28787-3
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